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CROSS-CULTURAL PERSONALITY RESEARCH

 Large-scale cross-cultural personality

 McCrae (2004, 2005) – 36, 50 cultures

 Schmitt (2007) – 56 countries

Reliability of country trait scores (Allik & Realo, 2017)

 Only consistent for a few traits

 However, still too few large-scale projects available for comparison



COMMON FINDINGS

 Many personality traits scores are surprising or counterintuitive 

 Neuroticism: Lowest in Africa

 Conscientiousness: Highest in Africa, lowest in East Asia

 Terracciano (2005) – 49 cultures

 Described a stereotypical person of the culture

 No correlations with previous country trait scores



THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATIONS PROJECT (ISP)

 63 countries

 85 sites

 41 languages



Country Region Language(s) Total N

Percent 

Female

Mean 

Age

Argentina Latin America Spanish 140 79 24.28

Australia Western English English 196 76 19.84

Austria Western Europe German 113 81 21.26

Belgium Western Europe Dutch 50 84 19.10

Bolivia Latin America Spanish 135 62 21.09

Brazil Latin America Portuguese 310 73 23.64

Bulgaria Southern Europe Bulgarian 152 71 25.05

Canada Western English English 304 81 21.86

Chile Latin America Spanish 386 61 21.45

China East Asia Mandarin 432 54 22.64

Colombia Latin America Spanish 181 74 21.68

Croatia Southern Europe Croatian 218 65 21.46

Czechia Eastern Europe Czech 193 81 22.65

Denmark Western Europe Danish 246 80 22.94

Estonia Eastern Europe Estonian 293 84 25.88

France Western Europe French 231 89 22.60

Georgia Eastern Europe Georgian 140 80 20.29

Germany Western Europe German 468 86 24.36

Greece Southern Europe Greek 225 81 22.76

Hong Kong East Asia Cantonese 144 59 19.00

Hungary Eastern Europe Hungarian 178 60 21.76

India South Asia English, Marathi 221 50 22.38

Indonesia South Asia Indonesian 131 55 22.95

Israel Middle East Hebrew 173 61 25.35

Italy Southern Europe Italian 717 84 21.86

Japan East Asia Japanese 243 58 22.48

Jordan Middle East Arabic 141 81 19.87

Latvia Eastern Europe Latvian 169 83 24.89

Lithuania Eastern Europe Lithuanian 145 78 20.26

Malaysia South Asia Malay 230 71 21.53

Country Region Language(s) Total N

Percent 

Female Mean Age

Mexico Latin America Spanish 247 68 23.88

Netherlands Western Europe Dutch 301 78 20.14

New Zealand Western English English 129 86 19.19

Nigeria Africa English 135 34 24.75

Norway Western Europe Norwegian 159 74 23.89

Pakistan South Asia English 114 50 20.61

Palestine Middle East Arabic 295 81 22.22

Peru Latin America Spanish 74 62 22.71

Philippines South Asia English 337 69 19.71

Poland Eastern Europe Polish 234 69 22.36

Portugal Western Europe Portuguese 157 88 21.66

Romania Eastern Europe Romanian 177 57 22.84

Russia Eastern Europe Russian 159 82 21.85

Senegal Africa French 635 47 23.32

Serbia Southern Europe Serbian 184 86 19.73

Singapore South Asia English 136 78 20.93

Slovakia Eastern Europe Slovakian 148 70 22.41

Slovenia Eastern Europe Slovenian 122 57 20.43

South Africa Africa English 256 66 22.20

South Korea East Asia Korean 281 57 22.35

Spain Western Europe Spanish 419 84 19.73

Sweden Western Europe Swedish 130 - -

Switzerland Western Europe German 755 87 22.37

Taiwan East Asia Taiwanese 162 77 19.71

Thailand South Asia Thai 196 80 19.24

Turkey Middle East Turkish 329 63 21.01

Ukraine Eastern Europe Ukrainian, Russian 243 81 20.60

United States Western English English 1366 66 19.85

Vietnam South Asia Vietnamese 168 84 19.00

57 Countries 9 Regions 40 Languages 15,432 71.66 21.87



ISP: THE BIG FIVE INVENTORY – 2 



MEASUREMENT EQUIVALENCE

United States BFI matrix Germany BFI matrix



INTER-ITEM SIMILARITY

r = .89

United States & Germany
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Similarity of BFI-2 inter-item correlation matrix, averaged by country



INTRACLASS CORRELATIONS



INTRACLASS CORRELATIONS

ICC1

 Variability due to group

 Typical cut off > .05

 Big Five Traits

 Extraversion = .05

 Negative Emotionality = .06

 Conscientiousness = .09

 Agreeableness = .08

 Openness =  .08



INTRACLASS CORRELATIONS

ICC2

 Reliability of group mean

 Similar to Cronbach’s alpha ( > .80)

 Big Five Traits

 Extraversion = .92

 Negative Emotionality = .93

 Conscientiousness = .96

 Agreeableness = .95

 Openness =  .95

ICC1

 Variability due to group

 Typical cut off > .05

 Big Five Traits

 Extraversion = .05

 Negative Emotionality = .06

 Conscientiousness = .09

 Agreeableness = .08

 Openness =  .08



BIG FIVE TRAIT SCORES ACROSS 63 COUNTRIES



Highest:

Mexico

Hungary

Bulgaria

Kenya

Israel

Lowest:

Singapore

Japan

Hong Kong

Vietnam

South Korea



Highest:

Brazil

Portugal

Russia

Italy

Georgia

Lowest:

Nigeria

Kenya

Uganda

Israel

Indonesia



Highest:

Nigeria

Israel

Kenya

Senegal

Palestine

Lowest:

Japan

South Korea

Hong Kong

Bolivia

New Zealand



Highest:

Netherlands

Belgium

Austria

Denmark

Switzerland

Lowest:

Malaysia

Lithuania

Japan

Pakistan

Indonesia



Highest:

Bolivia

Serbia

Hungary

Russia

Estonia

Lowest:

Vietnam

Malaysia

Hong Kong

Indonesia

Singapore



HOW RELIABLE ARE THESE AVERAGES?
COMPARISONS WITH PREVIOUS PERSONALITY ASSESSMENTS



CORRELATIONS WITH THE SAME MEASURE

 Schmitt et al., (2007) 

 BFI across 56 countries

 44 overlapped with ISP













SAME CONSTRUCTS, DIFFERENT MEASURE/METHOD

 McCrae (2005)

 NEO-PI-R

 Informant reports

 40 overlapping countries













CONCLUSION

 Country level scores of personality traits can be reliably assessed

 Greater similarity for common measures



CONCLUSION

 Country level scores of personality traits can be reliably assessed

 Greater similarity for common measures

 Future work

 Why do these differences exist?
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